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Paragraph 5-6

After several meetings with the young skateboarders, the Selectboard voted to amend the law so that only
the downtown sidewalks would be off-limits. Since that time, the town has also built a skateboard park,

which has been very popular since it opened in 1998.

In this example, we have illustrations of many different needs and all the community actors. It begins with
the need for recreation. Some young people want to skateboard—it's their way of relaxing, rejuvenating; it's
fun. We all need to take time to play, to enjoy life, especially the children. So these individuals take action to
meet their need for recreation by turning the downtown into their playground. This action comes into
conflict with the individuals and business organizations in town. Older people need to feel safe on the
sidewalks. If they don't feel safe, they don't shop downtown, and so the business owners lose customers.
These individuals and a few organizations (businesses) contact the local government to fix the problem. The
local government, in turn, takes action to constrain the activities of the kids who were meeting their needs in
a way that was annoying and a safety hazard for others. The original action has now gone full circle—
individual action provoked an organizational reaction, which in turn helped initiate a government action that

regulated individual action. All the community actors were involved in the situation in their own particular

way.
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After several meetings with the young skateboarders, the Selectboard voted to amend the law so that only the
downtown sidewalks would be off-limits. 1) Since that time, the town has also built a skateboard park, which
has been very popular since it opened in 1998.
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In this example, we have illustrations of many different needs and all the community actors. It begins with the
need for recreation. Some young people want to skateboard—it's their way of relaxing, rejuvenating; it's fun. We
all need to take time to play, to enjoy life, especially the children. So these individuals take action to meet their
need for recreation by turning the downtown into their playground. This action comes into conflict with the
individuals and business organizations in town. Older people need to feel safe on the sidewalks. If they don't feel
safe, they don't shop downtown, and so the business owners lose customers. These individuals and a few
organizations (businesses) contact 1) the local government to fix the problem. The local government, in turn,
takes action to constrain the activities of the kids who were meeting their needs in a way that was annoying and a
safety hazard for others. 2) The original action has now gone full circle—individual action provoked an
organizational reaction, which in turn helped initiate a government action that regulated individual action. All the
community actors were involved in the situation in their own particular way.
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2) The original action has now gone full circle.
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